
Immerse Yourself in Knowledge: Thomas
Jefferson's Architectural Legacy of the
University of Virginia Library
In the heart of Charlottesville, Virginia, nestled amidst the rolling hills of the
University of Virginia campus, stands an architectural masterpiece that
embodies the legacy of Thomas Jefferson, the third President of the United
States and a visionary architect. The University of Virginia Library, also
known as the Rotunda, is a testament to Jefferson's unwavering dedication
to education and his belief in the transformative power of knowledge.

As the founder of the University of Virginia, Jefferson envisioned a unique
and innovative educational institution that would break away from the
traditional European models of higher learning. He believed that a
university should be a place where students could pursue their intellectual
passions in an environment that fostered independent thinking and critical
inquiry. To achieve this goal, Jefferson meticulously planned every aspect
of the university's design, from the layout of the campus to the architecture
of its buildings.
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In 1817, Jefferson began designing the University of Virginia Library, which
would serve as the heart of the university's academic community. He drew
inspiration from ancient Roman architecture, particularly the Pantheon in
Rome, and incorporated classical elements into the design of the building.
The result is a breathtaking structure that combines beauty, functionality,
and historical significance.

The Architectural Design

The Rotunda is a circular building with a diameter of 80 feet and a height of
76 feet. It is topped by a massive dome that rises to a height of 110 feet.
The exterior of the building is made of brick and sandstone, and it features
a colonnade of 52 Ionic columns that support the dome. The interior of the
Rotunda is equally impressive, with a grand rotunda room that is
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surrounded by two tiers of balconies. The rotunda room is lit by natural light
that filters through the oculus, a large circular opening in the center of the
dome.

Jefferson's design for the Rotunda was not only aesthetically pleasing but
also functional. The circular shape of the building allowed for efficient use
of space, while the balconies provided additional seating for students and
faculty. The oculus provided natural ventilation and lighting, creating a
comfortable and conducive environment for studying and learning.

The Legacy of Knowledge

The University of Virginia Library has long been a symbol of Jefferson's
commitment to education and the pursuit of knowledge. The building has
served as a gathering place for students, scholars, and visitors alike,
fostering a vibrant intellectual community. The Rotunda has also witnessed
countless historical events, including the inauguration of Abraham Lincoln
as the 16th President of the United States in 1861.

Today, the Rotunda continues to be a focal point of the University of
Virginia campus. It houses the university's special collections, including
rare books, manuscripts, and historical documents. The building also
serves as a venue for exhibitions, lectures, and other events. The Rotunda
remains a living testament to Thomas Jefferson's vision for education and
his enduring legacy as an architect and a statesman.

The University of Virginia Library is a masterpiece of architecture that
stands as a testament to the genius of Thomas Jefferson. Its design
embodies his belief in the power of knowledge and his commitment to
creating an environment that would foster intellectual growth and



innovation. The Rotunda continues to inspire students, scholars, and
visitors alike, serving as a reminder of Jefferson's enduring legacy as an
architect and a visionary leader.
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