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Marilyn Monroe was one of the most iconic figures of the 20th century. Her
beauty, her charisma, and her tragic life story have made her a legend. But
behind the glamorous facade, there was a troubled woman who struggled
with addiction, mental iliness, and heartbreak.

In her new book, Marilyn Monroe: Broken Linda Crystal, author Sarah
Churchwell delves into the life of the Hollywood icon, exploring the complex
factors that contributed to her rise and fall. Churchwell argues that Monroe
was not just a victim of her circumstances, but also an active participant in
her own destruction.

Churchwell draws on a wealth of new sources, including interviews with
Monroe's friends, family, and colleagues, as well as her own personal
letters and diaries. She paints a vivid picture of Monroe's early life, her rise
to fame, and her struggles with mental illness and addiction.

Churchwell's book is a fascinating and insightful look at one of the most
iconic figures of our time. It is a must-read for anyone interested in Marilyn
Monroe, Hollywood history, or the complex nature of fame.

The Early Years
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Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Mortenson on June 1, 1926, in Los
Angeles, California. Her mother, Gladys Baker, was a film editor, and her
father, Charles Stanley Gifford, was a businessman. Gifford left the family
when Monroe was just a few months old, and she was raised by her mother
and a series of foster parents.

Monroe's childhood was marked by poverty and instability. Her mother
struggled with mental iliness, and Monroe spent much of her time in foster
care. She was often abused and neglected, and she developed a deep-
seated insecurity that would stay with her for the rest of her life.

The Rise to Fame

In 1944, Monroe met photographer David Conover, who encouraged her to
pursue a career in modeling. She soon signed with a modeling agency, and
she began to appear in magazines and advertisements. In 1946, she

signed a contract with 20th Century Fox, and she began to appear in films.

Monroe's early films were mostly forgettable, but she began to gain
attention with her role in the 1953 film Gentlemen Prefer Blondes. She went
on to star in a number of successful films, including How to Marry a
Millionaire (1953), The Seven Year Itch (1955),and Some Like It Hot (1959).

Monroe's beauty and charisma made her one of the most popular
actresses in the world. She was often photographed and written about, and
she became a symbol of glamour and sexuality.

The Struggles

Behind the glamorous facade, Monroe was struggling with a number of
personal problems. She was addicted to alcohol and drugs, and she



suffered from depression and anxiety. She also had a number of failed
relationships, including marriages to baseball player Joe DiMaggio and
playwright Arthur Miller.

Monroe's struggles took a toll on her career. She was often late to set, and
she sometimes had difficulty remembering her lines. She also began to
gain weight, and her appearance suffered.

The Tragic End

On August 5, 1962, Monroe was found dead in her Brentwood, California,
home. She had overdosed on barbiturates. She was just 36 years old.

Monroe's death was a shock to the world. She was one of the most popular
and beloved actresses in Hollywood, and her death seemed like a tragic
waste.

The Legacy

Marilyn Monroe's legacy is complex and multifaceted. She was a beautiful
and talented actress, but she was also a troubled woman who struggled
with addiction, mental iliness, and heartbreak. Her life and career were both
a triumph and a tragedy.

Monroe's death has been the subject of much speculation and controversy.
Some people believe that she was murdered, while others believe that she
committed suicide. The truth of her death may never be known, but her
legacy continues to fascinate and inspire people around the world.
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