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Douglas Mawson's Australasian Antarctic Expedition of 1911-1914 was one
of the most ambitious and dangerous expeditions in the history of polar
exploration. Mawson and his team faced extreme cold, killer blizzards, and
the ever-present threat of starvation and scurvy.

But it was during a sledging journey to collect geological specimens that
Mawson's expedition came closest to disaster. On December 14, 1912,
Mawson and his companions, Belgrave Ninnis and Xavier Mertz, were
caught in a sudden blizzard. The men were separated, and Ninnis was
never seen again. Mawson and Mertz struggled on, but Mertz died from
exhaustion and scurvy on January 7, 1913.
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Mawson was now alone, hundreds of miles from safety, with no food or
supplies. He faced almost certain death, but he refused to give up. He
sledged for days, often in blinding blizzards, subsisting on whatever scraps
of food he could find. Finally, on February 8, 1913, Mawson reached the
safety of his base camp at Cape Denison.

Mawson's story is one of incredible courage, determination, and survival
against all odds. His expedition is a testament to the human spirit's ability to
overcome even the most extreme challenges.

The Australasian Antarctic Expedition

The Australasian Antarctic Expedition was the brainchild of Douglas
Mawson, a young Australian geologist who had already led two expeditions
to the Antarctic. Mawson's goal was to explore the largely unknown
coastline of Antarctica and to conduct scientific research on the continent's
geology, biology, and meteorology.

The expedition set sail from Sydney, Australia, on December 2, 1911. The
ship, the Aurora, carried a crew of 30 men and a team of 10 scientists. The
expedition's base camp was established at Cape Denison, on the coast of
what is now known as Mawson's Land.

The expedition's first year was spent exploring the coastline of Antarctica
and conducting scientific research. In December 1912, Mawson and his
companions embarked on a sledging journey to collect geological
specimens. It was during this journey that Mawson, Ninnis, and Mertz were
caught in the blizzard that led to Ninnis's death and Mertz's death.

Mawson's Journey



After Mertz's death, Mawson was alone and hundreds of miles from safety.
He faced almost certain death, but he refused to give up. He sledged for
days, often in blinding blizzards, subsisting on whatever scraps of food he
could find.

Mawson's journey was a harrowing one. He suffered from frostbite,
starvation, and scurvy. He was also constantly haunted by the fear of
death. But he kept going, driven by a determination to survive.

Finally, on February 8, 1913, Mawson reached the safety of his base camp
at Cape Denison. He had sledged for over 300 miles, and he had endured
some of the most extreme conditions imaginable.

Mawson's Legacy

Douglas Mawson's Australasian Antarctic Expedition was a major scientific
achievement. The expedition collected a wealth of data on the geology,
biology, and meteorology of Antarctica. Mawson's expedition also helped to
inspire a new generation of polar explorers.

Mawson's story is one of incredible courage, determination, and survival
against all odds. He is an inspiration to all who face challenges in their own
lives.

Epilogue

Douglas Mawson went on to become a distinguished scientist and explorer.
He led several more expeditions to the Antarctic, and he continued to write
and lecture about his experiences. Mawson died in 1958 at the age of 76.



Mawson's legacy lives on today. He is considered one of the greatest polar
explorers of all time. His story continues to inspire people around the world.

Further Reading

* Mawson, Douglas. The Home of the Blizzard. London: William
Heinemann, 1915. * Hurley, Frank. Argonauts of the South. London:
Hodder and Stoughton, 1925. * Macklin, David. Mawson's Will: The
Greatest Survival Story from Antarctica. London: John Murray, 2008.
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