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Tanaquil Le Clercq was an extraordinary dancer, choreographer, and artist
who left an indelible mark on the world of dance and art. Her life was a
whirlwind of passion, creativity, and tragedy, and her legacy continues to
inspire and captivate audiences to this day.

Early Life and Training

Tanaquil Le Clercq was born in Paris, France, in 1929. Her father was a
wealthy banker, and her mother was a concert pianist. From a young age,
Tanaquil showed a passion for dance, and she began taking lessons at the
age of four. At the age of 11, she was accepted into the prestigious School
of American Ballet, where she studied under the legendary choreographer
George Balanchine.
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Ballet Career

Tanaquil Le Clercq's ballet career began in 1946, when she joined the
newly formed New York City Ballet. She quickly rose through the ranks,
becoming a principal dancer at the age of 18. Balanchine created many
roles for Le Clercq, including the title role in The Firebird, the ballerina in
Orpheus, and the pas de deux in Agon. She was known for her exquisite
technique, her ethereal beauty, and her ability to convey deep emotion
through her dancing.

Collaboration with Balanchine

Tanaquil Le Clercq and George Balanchine had a close working
relationship, and their collaboration produced some of the most iconic
ballets of the 20th century. Balanchine was inspired by Le Clercq's unique
gifts as a dancer, and he created roles that showcased her technical
brilliance and her ability to express emotion through movement. Le Clercq,
in turn, was devoted to Balanchine's vision, and she worked tirelessly to
bring his ballets to life.

Marriage and Personal Life

In 1952, Tanaquil Le Clercq married George Balanchine. The marriage was
a stormy one, and it ended in divorce in 1969. Le Clercq was deeply
affected by the divorce, and she struggled with depression and addiction
for many years. However, she eventually found solace in her art, and she
continued to dance and create until her death in 2000.

Artistic Legacy

Tanaquil Le Clercq's artistic legacy is vast and multifaceted. She was one
of the most celebrated ballet dancers of her time, and her performances



continue to be studied and admired by dancers today. She was also a
talented choreographer, and her work has been performed by companies
around the world. In addition to her dance career, Le Clercq was also a
gifted artist. She painted, sculpted, and photographed, and her work has
been exhibited in galleries and museums worldwide.

Tanaquil Le Clercq was a true pioneer in the world of dance and art. Her
extraordinary talent, her passion for her work, and her ability to overcome
adversity are an inspiration to all who knew her. Her legacy continues to
live on through her performances, her choreography, and her art, and she
will forever be remembered as one of the most influential artists of the 20th
century.

Learn more about the extraordinary life and legacy of Tanaquil Le Clercq in
the new book, "The Life of Tanaquil Le Clercq: A Journey Through Dance,
Art, and Love." This beautifully illustrated book tells the story of Le Clercq's
life and career, and it features rare photographs and artwork from her
personal collection.
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