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By Rabbi Dr. Aaron Rakeffet-Naor

Rabbi Yehuda Amital was a visionary leader who left an indelible mark on
Israeli society and the Jewish world. Born in 1924 in Romania, he survived
the Holocaust and made his way to what was then Palestine in 1946.
There, he became one of the founding members of Kibbutz Har Etzion and
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later established the renowned Har Etzion Yeshiva, which became a center
of Jewish learning and spiritual growth.

Rabbi Amital was a man of profound compassion and unwavering courage.
He dedicated his life to helping others, whether it was through his work with
Holocaust survivors, his efforts to promote interfaith dialogue, or his
advocacy for social justice. He was also a gifted teacher and scholar,
whose writings and teachings have inspired generations of students.

In this article, we will explore the remarkable journey of Rabbi Yehuda
Amital, from his humble beginnings to his rise as a leading rabbi and
influential thinker. We will also highlight some of his most important
teachings and their enduring legacy.

From Romania to Palestine

Rabbi Yehuda Amital was born on November 23, 1924, in Radauti,
Romania. His father was a rabbi, and his mother was a teacher. Amital
received a traditional Jewish education, studying the Talmud and other
religious texts from a young age. He also showed a keen interest in secular
knowledge, reading widely in philosophy and literature.

In 1941, when Amital was just 17 years old, his hometown was occupied by
Nazi Germany. Amital and his family were forced into a ghetto, where they
endured horrific conditions. In 1942, Amital's father was taken away by the
Nazis and never seen again. Despite the horrors he witnessed, Amital
remained steadfast in his faith and his commitment to helping others.

In 1944, Amital was sent to a labor camp in Poland. He managed to escape
and made his way to Hungary, where he joined a group of Jewish partisans



who were fighting against the Nazis. After the war, Amital spent some time
in a refugee camp in Italy before finally making his way to Palestine in
1946.

Kibbutz Har Etzion and the Founding of the Yeshiva

Upon arriving in Palestine, Amital joined Kibbutz Har Etzion, a religious
kibbutz located in the Judean Hills. He became a member of the kibbutz's
leadership and played a key role in its development. He also began to
teach at the kibbutz's yeshiva, which would later become the renowned Har
Etzion Yeshiva.

In 1968, Amital was appointed Rosh Yeshiva (Dean) of Har Etzion. Under
his leadership, the yeshiva grew rapidly and became one of the most
important centers of Jewish learning in Israel. Amital's teachings were
characterized by their depth, clarity, and relevance to contemporary issues.
He emphasized the importance of scholarship, critical thinking, and spiritual
growth.

Amital also played a leading role in the establishment of the Gush Etzion
bloc of settlements, which became home to thousands of Jewish families.
He believed that it was important for Jews to have a strong presence in the
Land of Israel and that the settlements were a vital part of ensuring the
security of the State of Israel.

A Legacy of Compassion and Courage

Rabbi Yehuda Amital was a man of profound compassion and unwavering
courage. He dedicated his life to helping others, whether it was through his
work with Holocaust survivors, his efforts to promote interfaith dialogue, or
his advocacy for social justice.



Amital was a strong supporter of Holocaust remembrance and education.
He established the Yad Vashem Museum in Jerusalem and served as its
chairman for many years. He also worked tirelessly to promote interfaith
dialogue and understanding between Jews, Christians, and Muslims. He
believed that it was essential to build bridges between different
communities and to work together to create a more just and peaceful world.

Amital was also a passionate advocate for social justice. He spoke out
against poverty, inequality, and discrimination. He believed that Judaism
teaches us to care for the most vulnerable members of society and that we
have a responsibility to work for a more just and equitable world.

A Legacy of Wisdom

Rabbi Yehuda Amital was a gifted teacher and scholar. His teachings and
writings have inspired generations of students. Amital's teachings were
characterized by their depth, clarity, and relevance to contemporary issues.
He emphasized the importance of scholarship, critical thinking, and spiritual
growth.

Amital's teachings on faith and doubt are particularly noteworthy. He
believed that faith is not a blind acceptance of dogma, but rather a
thoughtful and deeply personal response to the challenges of life. He also
emphasized the importance of doubt, arguing that it can lead us to a
deeper understanding of ourselves and the world around us.

Amital's teachings on Jewish law and ethics are also highly influential. He
believed that Jewish law is not a rigid set of rules, but rather a source of
guidance for living a meaningful and ethical life. He also emphasized the
importance of compassion and mercy in the application of Jewish law.



Rabbi Yehuda Amital was a visionary leader who left an indelible mark on
Israeli society and the Jewish world. He was a man of profound
compassion and unwavering courage, who dedicated his life to helping
others. He was also a gifted teacher and scholar, whose teachings and
writings have inspired generations of
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